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O
n 2 December n 2 December 
2014, at a special 2014, at a special 
briefi ng, United briefi ng, United 
National Move-National Move-
ment MP, Mikheil ment MP, Mikheil 

Matchavariani, announced:Matchavariani, announced:    
“Infl ation has already ‘eaten’ “Infl ation has already ‘eaten’ 
the pension growth of GEL the pension growth of GEL 
10.” 10.” 

FactCheckFactCheck took interest  took interest 
in the aforementioned state-in the aforementioned state-
ment and verifi ed it.ment and verifi ed it.

According to the 2015 bud-According to the 2015 bud-
get project, pensions will in-get project, pensions will in-
crease by GEL 10, growing crease by GEL 10, growing 
from the current GEL 150 to from the current GEL 150 to 
GEL 160, from the month of GEL 160, from the month of 
September 2015. In his state-September 2015. In his state-
ment, Mikheil Matchavariani ment, Mikheil Matchavariani 
underlined that this proposed underlined that this proposed 
growth in pension has already growth in pension has already 
been absorbed by infl ation.been absorbed by infl ation.

Infl ation refers to the in-Infl ation refers to the in-
crease of prices on goods and crease of prices on goods and 
services. The pension in Geor-services. The pension in Geor-
gia has risen from September gia has risen from September 

2013. We calculated how 2013. We calculated how 
much infl ation has decreased much infl ation has decreased 
purchasing power from Sep-purchasing power from Sep-
tember 2013 to November tember 2013 to November 
2014.2014.

The amount of infl ation for The amount of infl ation for 
the aforementioned period is the aforementioned period is 
4.8% meaning that the pur-4.8% meaning that the pur-
chasing power of GEL 150 chasing power of GEL 150 
decreased by GEL 7.2. Con-decreased by GEL 7.2. Con-
sidering that pension will be sidering that pension will be 
increased to GEL 160 from increased to GEL 160 from 
September 2015, the infl ation September 2015, the infl ation 
index will also be increased. index will also be increased. 
According to the govern-According to the govern-
ment’s economic and fi nance ment’s economic and fi nance 
indices, the infl ation index in indices, the infl ation index in 
2015 will be 4%. As a result, 2015 will be 4%. As a result, 
as compared to September as compared to September 
2013, prices will be increased 2013, prices will be increased 
by 9% in September 2015. by 9% in September 2015. 
Consequently, the goods Consequently, the goods 
that a pensioner would have that a pensioner would have 
bought in September 2013 bought in September 2013 
with GEL 150 will cost GEL with GEL 150 will cost GEL 
164 in September 2015. This 164 in September 2015. This 
means, therefore, a decrease means, therefore, a decrease 
in the amount of pension by in the amount of pension by 
GEL 4.GEL 4.

According to the data of According to the data of 

GeoStat, infl ation in Novem-GeoStat, infl ation in Novem-
ber 2013 was 0.6%, as com-ber 2013 was 0.6%, as com-
pared to November 2012. pared to November 2012. 

Following price changes Following price changes 
affected the formation of the affected the formation of the 
annual infl ation rate: annual infl ation rate: 

1. Increasing tobacco and 1. Increasing tobacco and 
alcohol prices by 8.6%. alcohol prices by 8.6%. 

2. Increasing residential, 2. Increasing residential, 
water supply, electricity and water supply, electricity and 
natural gas fee payments by natural gas fee payments by 
4%. 4%. 

3. Decreasing transporta-3. Decreasing transporta-
tion service fee payments by tion service fee payments by 
3.2%.3.2%.

The rate of infl ation was The rate of infl ation was 
2.8% in November 2014, as 2.8% in November 2014, as 
compared to November 2013. compared to November 2013. 
The rate was affected by sev-The rate was affected by sev-
eral changes in prices:eral changes in prices:

1. Increasing grocery and 1. Increasing grocery and 
non-alcoholic beverage prices non-alcoholic beverage prices 
by 6.2%; among them, vegeta-by 6.2%; among them, vegeta-
bles and herbs (27.7%), fruit bles and herbs (27.7%), fruit 
and grapes (12.2%) and milk, and grapes (12.2%) and milk, 
cheese and eggs (4%). At the cheese and eggs (4%). At the 
same time oil and fat prices same time oil and fat prices 
have been decreased (-3.8%).have been decreased (-3.8%).

2. Increasing healthcare 2. Increasing healthcare 
fees by 4.8%.fees by 4.8%.

Mikheil 
Matchavariani:
United National Movement MP

“Infl ation has already 
‘eaten’ the pension 
growth of GEL 10.”

CONCLUSION
Prices have increased by 4.8% from September 2013 to November 2014. According to this Prices have increased by 4.8% from September 2013 to November 2014. According to this 
tendency, the purchasing power of the pension - GEL 150 - decreased by GEL 7.2. In September tendency, the purchasing power of the pension - GEL 150 - decreased by GEL 7.2. In September 
2015, when the pension becomes GEL 160, the infl ation index of the last two years will reach 9%.2015, when the pension becomes GEL 160, the infl ation index of the last two years will reach 9%.
Therefore, the market basket consisting of consumer goods and the costs of services of GEL 150 Therefore, the market basket consisting of consumer goods and the costs of services of GEL 150 
in 2013, will be equal to GEL 157.2 in November 2014 will amount to GEL 164 in September 2015.in 2013, will be equal to GEL 157.2 in November 2014 will amount to GEL 164 in September 2015.
FactCheckFactCheck concludes that Mikheil Matchavariani’s statement:  “Infl ation has already ‘eaten’ the  concludes that Mikheil Matchavariani’s statement:  “Infl ation has already ‘eaten’ the 
pension growth of GEL 10,” is pension growth of GEL 10,” is TRUETRUE.

The views expressed in this website are those  of  FactCheck.ge and  do not refl ect the views of 
The FINANCIAL or the supporting organisations
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2/3 of it falls down again and 2/3 of it falls down again and 
will be used for the next launch. will be used for the next launch. 
So everything becomes more So everything becomes more 
and more cost effi cient. Every and more cost effi cient. Every 
ten years there will be a new ten years there will be a new 
compression technique, mean-compression technique, mean-
ing you can put more channels ing you can put more channels 
or double the number on each or double the number on each 
transporter. It means that you transporter. It means that you 
do not need that many satellites do not need that many satellites 
either. Every ten years there either. Every ten years there 
will be a new super Ultra HD or will be a new super Ultra HD or 
mega Ultra HD, so that is how mega Ultra HD, so that is how 
the industry is surviving.the industry is surviving.

Q. It was recently re-Q. It was recently re-
vealed that Samsung vealed that Samsung 
Smart TVs may share pri-Smart TVs may share pri-
vate talks with 3rd par-vate talks with 3rd par-
ties. The case remains ties. The case remains 
unresolved in Georgia, unresolved in Georgia, 
as mobile operators con-as mobile operators con-
tinue to share the private tinue to share the private 
conversations of their con-conversations of their con-
sumers with third parties. sumers with third parties. 
I would like to ask you as I would like to ask you as 
a customer: how fair does a customer: how fair does 
it seem to you, who is to it seem to you, who is to 
blame and how do you blame and how do you 
manage to keep your pri-manage to keep your pri-
vacy?vacy?

A. It is absolutely unfair. If we A. It is absolutely unfair. If we 
look at Western Europe there look at Western Europe there 
are lots of television sets where are lots of television sets where 
you can watch TV and also con-you can watch TV and also con-
nect to the internet. If you con-nect to the internet. If you con-
nect to the internet though then nect to the internet though then 
anybody can see what you are anybody can see what you are 
doing. You do not need much doing. You do not need much 
skill to work out what is going skill to work out what is going 

on - that this is being used by on - that this is being used by 
some of the TV companies. So, some of the TV companies. So, 
the solution is to not connect to the solution is to not connect to 
the internet. However, in 5-10 the internet. However, in 5-10 
years’ time every single TV set years’ time every single TV set 
will be connected to the inter-will be connected to the inter-
net.net.

Q. What will be the main Q. What will be the main 
challenges for your com-challenges for your com-
pany in 2015?pany in 2015?

A. The main challenge is to A. The main challenge is to 
make sure that the world is a make sure that the world is a 
stable place to live in and the stable place to live in and the 
currencies stay as they should currencies stay as they should 
and that President Putin is not and that President Putin is not 
making any more trouble. That making any more trouble. That 
is what is interfering with busi-is what is interfering with busi-
ness basically. There are lots ness basically. There are lots 
of sanctions being imposed on of sanctions being imposed on 
Russia by Europe and the USA. Russia by Europe and the USA. 
So, that makes it very diffi cult So, that makes it very diffi cult 
to do business.to do business.

Q. How is the ongoing Q. How is the ongoing 
crisis in the region affect-crisis in the region affect-
ing your company?ing your company?

A. Fortunately we have very A. Fortunately we have very 
long contracts with our cus-long contracts with our cus-
tomers, normally these are ten tomers, normally these are ten 
year contracts. This means that year contracts. This means that 
whatever happens today will whatever happens today will 
have no impact until after ten have no impact until after ten 
years. So, basically we are quite years. So, basically we are quite 
new in this part of the world, new in this part of the world, 
meaning that it will not affect meaning that it will not affect 
us right now. Of course we need us right now. Of course we need 
to support our customers more to support our customers more 
and help them more. People and help them more. People 
might have more problems might have more problems 
with gaining profi tability in with gaining profi tability in 
these platforms. We are doing these platforms. We are doing 
that by providing expert help that by providing expert help 
from Western Europe, talking from Western Europe, talking 

about what happened in our about what happened in our 
development when we had a development when we had a 
crisis and when customers do crisis and when customers do 
not buy TV channels any more, not buy TV channels any more, 
or how much you should pay, or or how much you should pay, or 
how you should package things. how you should package things. 
That is basically what we are That is basically what we are 
doing. We want to ensure that doing. We want to ensure that 
countries gain the experience countries gain the experience 
that we already have.that we already have.

Q. Which television Q. Which television 
shows, in your opinion, shows, in your opinion, 
can be named the drivers can be named the drivers 
of the TV industry?of the TV industry?

A. The priorities of viewers A. The priorities of viewers 
vary per country and region. vary per country and region. 
In the UK people pay a huge In the UK people pay a huge 
amount of money to watch amount of money to watch 
football. In Georgia, movies football. In Georgia, movies 
as well as news channels are as well as news channels are 
quite popular. There are dif-quite popular. There are dif-
ferent opinions about it, but ferent opinions about it, but 
sport is a sort of main driver on sport is a sort of main driver on 
all markets. Maybe it is not the all markets. Maybe it is not the 
number one, but it is defi nitely number one, but it is defi nitely 
important, especially when it important, especially when it 
is the Olympics or other global is the Olympics or other global 
competitions.competitions.

Digital Terrestrial Television 
to Increase Demand for 
Satellite Communication
Continued from p. 8

and consumer welfare and and consumer welfare and 
choice.”choice.”

Competition occurs at ev-Competition occurs at ev-
ery layer of the mobile ecosys-ery layer of the mobile ecosys-
tem—among service provid-tem—among service provid-
ers, enablement platforms, ers, enablement platforms, 
and companies providing and companies providing 
apps, content, and services. apps, content, and services. 
Competition is particularly Competition is particularly 
intense—and evolution es-intense—and evolution es-
pecially fast paced—among pecially fast paced—among 
device manufacturers and op-device manufacturers and op-
erating system companies. As erating system companies. As 
recently as 2010, the Black-recently as 2010, the Black-
Berry and Symbian platforms Berry and Symbian platforms 
accounted for more than half accounted for more than half 
of all smartphone sales in the of all smartphone sales in the 
13-country sample; they now 13-country sample; they now 
represent less than 5 percent. represent less than 5 percent. 
Today, Apple’s iOS, Google’s Today, Apple’s iOS, Google’s 
Android OS, and Microsoft’s Android OS, and Microsoft’s 

Windows Phone OS are fi ght-Windows Phone OS are fi ght-
ing for market share while ing for market share while 
keeping an eye on newer keeping an eye on newer 
entrants, such as Amazon’s entrants, such as Amazon’s 
Fire OS, Nokia’s X platform, Fire OS, Nokia’s X platform, 
Xiaomi MIUI, Firefox OS, Xiaomi MIUI, Firefox OS, 
and Tizen, which are further and Tizen, which are further 
augmenting user choice and augmenting user choice and 
competition. All of this leads competition. All of this leads 
to faster innovation, more to faster innovation, more 
capable devices, and lower capable devices, and lower 
prices.prices.

A big part of the mobile A big part of the mobile 
Internet success story is the Internet success story is the 
fl ourishing app economy. fl ourishing app economy. 
There have been more than There have been more than 
200 billion cumulative down-200 billion cumulative down-
loads from the various app loads from the various app 
stores since the fi rst app was stores since the fi rst app was 
developed in 2008. More than developed in 2008. More than 
100 billion downloads took 100 billion downloads took 
place in 2013 alone. Leading place in 2013 alone. Leading 
app-store operators paid de-app-store operators paid de-
velopers more than $15 bil-velopers more than $15 bil-

lion between June 2013 and lion between June 2013 and 
July 2014.July 2014.

Report authors noted that Report authors noted that 
while only about 20 percent while only about 20 percent 
of smartphone shipments of smartphone shipments 
in 2013 comprised devices in 2013 comprised devices 
priced below $100, a fast-priced below $100, a fast-
growing array of global, local, growing array of global, local, 
and new-entrant manufactur-and new-entrant manufactur-
ers are now making afford-ers are now making afford-
able smartphones.able smartphones.

Large majorities of con-Large majorities of con-
sumers in the 13-country sumers in the 13-country 
sample would forgo most of-sample would forgo most of-
fl ine media (the one excep-fl ine media (the one excep-
tion is TV) before losing their tion is TV) before losing their 
mobile Internet access. Two-mobile Internet access. Two-
thirds or more would give up thirds or more would give up 
chocolate and alcohol. More chocolate and alcohol. More 
than half are willing to forgo than half are willing to forgo 
coffee and movies. A third coffee and movies. A third 
are willing to give up their are willing to give up their 
cars, and more than a quarter cars, and more than a quarter 
would abstain from sex.would abstain from sex.

Mobile Internet 
Contributes More than 
$700 Billion to Economies 
of 13 Major Countries
Continued from p. 11
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O
n 12 December n 12 December 
2014 during a 2014 during a 
presentation at presentation at 
the Parliament of the Parliament of 
Georgia, Minister Georgia, Minister 

of Finance of Georgia, Nodar of Finance of Georgia, Nodar 
Khaduri, stated that the fund-Khaduri, stated that the fund-
ing of educational, agricultur-ing of educational, agricultur-
al and infrastructural projects al and infrastructural projects 
will increase signifi cantly in will increase signifi cantly in 
2015.2015.

FactCheck FactCheck took interest took interest 
in this issue and decided to in this issue and decided to 
verify it.verify it.

Nearly GEL 853 million has Nearly GEL 853 million has 
been allocated for funding the been allocated for funding the 
educational sector in the 2015 educational sector in the 2015 
draft budget which comprises draft budget which comprises 
GEL 83 million more than in GEL 83 million more than in 
2014.2014.

It is noteworthy that ac-It is noteworthy that ac-
cording to the functional part cording to the functional part 
of the 2015 budget, general of the 2015 budget, general 
education (primary and sec-education (primary and sec-
ondary general education) ondary general education) 
will receive funding worth will receive funding worth 
GEL 493.5 million which GEL 493.5 million which 
comprises GEL 53.9 million comprises GEL 53.9 million 
more as compared to the 2014 more as compared to the 2014 
budget plan. In 2014, the budget plan. In 2014, the 
funding of higher education funding of higher education 
grew by GEL 14 million and grew by GEL 14 million and 
equalled GEL 94 million. As equalled GEL 94 million. As 
for the funding of professional for the funding of professional 
education, the amount shrank education, the amount shrank 

by GEL 2 million as compared by GEL 2 million as compared 
to 2014 and equalled GEL 27 to 2014 and equalled GEL 27 
million.million.

Funds allocated for agricul-Funds allocated for agricul-
ture in the functional part of ture in the functional part of 
the 2015 budget decreased by the 2015 budget decreased by 
GEL 1.2 million as compared GEL 1.2 million as compared 
to 2014 and amount to GEL to 2014 and amount to GEL 
193.4 million.193.4 million.

According to the informa-According to the informa-
tion provided by the Min-tion provided by the Min-
istry of Finance of Georgia, istry of Finance of Georgia, 
an increase in the funding of an increase in the funding of 
the Ministry of Agriculture is the Ministry of Agriculture is 
planned in the fi nancial assets planned in the fi nancial assets 
part of the budget designated part of the budget designated 
for melioration and other ac-for melioration and other ac-
tivities for improving the ag-tivities for improving the ag-
ricultural sector. In the fi nan-ricultural sector. In the fi nan-
cial assets part, the funding cial assets part, the funding 
of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Ministry of Agriculture 
has grown by GEL 30 million has grown by GEL 30 million 
as compared to the last year.as compared to the last year.

As for the programmes fund-As for the programmes fund-
ed in the agricultural sector, ed in the agricultural sector, 
the funding of the Preferential the funding of the Preferential 
Agro-Credit programme de-Agro-Credit programme de-
creased nearly twice as com-creased nearly twice as com-
pared to the last year and com-pared to the last year and com-
prises GEL 30 million. Funding prises GEL 30 million. Funding 
allocated for the development allocated for the development 
and support of the agricultural and support of the agricultural 
sector increased by GEL 22 sector increased by GEL 22 
million as compared to 2014 million as compared to 2014 
and is equal to GEL 34 million. and is equal to GEL 34 million. 
The funding of agricultural The funding of agricultural 
equipment loan and leasing equipment loan and leasing 
remains the same and amounts remains the same and amounts 
to GEL 50 million. As for a new to GEL 50 million. As for a new 

programme of the Ministry of programme of the Ministry of 
Agriculture of Georgia, Agro-Agriculture of Georgia, Agro-
Insurance Provision, GEL 10 Insurance Provision, GEL 10 
million has been allocated for million has been allocated for 
the programme.the programme.

The budget of the Ministry The budget of the Ministry 
of Regional Development and of Regional Development and 
Infrastructure of Georgia has Infrastructure of Georgia has 
been defi ned at GEL 1 billion been defi ned at GEL 1 billion 
and comprises GEL 125 mil-and comprises GEL 125 mil-
lion more than the 2014 plan.lion more than the 2014 plan.

As for the funding of the As for the funding of the 
particular projects of the Min-particular projects of the Min-
istry of Regional Development istry of Regional Development 
and Infrastructure of Georgia, and Infrastructure of Georgia, 
GEL 645 million has been al-GEL 645 million has been al-
located for road infrastruc-located for road infrastruc-
ture improvement activities ture improvement activities 
which comprises GEL 144 which comprises GEL 144 
million more than the last million more than the last 
year’s budget. GEL 226 mil-year’s budget. GEL 226 mil-
lion is allocated for regional lion is allocated for regional 
and municipal infrastructure and municipal infrastructure 
rehabilitation which amounts rehabilitation which amounts 
to GEL 39 million more than to GEL 39 million more than 
the funds allocated in 2014 for the funds allocated in 2014 for 
the same programme. Funds the same programme. Funds 
allocated for water supply re-allocated for water supply re-
covery and rehabilitation have covery and rehabilitation have 
decreased by GEL 12 million decreased by GEL 12 million 
as compared to 2014 and as compared to 2014 and 
amount to GEL 119 million. amount to GEL 119 million. 
Funds for supporting Inter-Funds for supporting Inter-
nally Displaced Persons have nally Displaced Persons have 
signifi cantly decreased in the signifi cantly decreased in the 
2015 budget. Funds allocated 2015 budget. Funds allocated 
for the programme decreased for the programme decreased 
by up to GEL 46 million and by up to GEL 46 million and 
equal GEL 3.5 million.equal GEL 3.5 million.

Nodar
Khaduri:
Minister of Finance of GeorgiaMinister of Finance of Georgia

 “Funding of educational, 
agricultural and 
infrastructural projects is 
increasing signifi cantly.”

CONCLUSION
Compared to last year’s plan, the 2015 budget plan envisages an increase of GEL 83 million Compared to last year’s plan, the 2015 budget plan envisages an increase of GEL 83 million 
in the educational sector whilst the 2015 budget of the Ministry of Regional Development in the educational sector whilst the 2015 budget of the Ministry of Regional Development 
and Infrastructure of Georgia surpasses the 2014 plan by GEL 125 million. As for the funds and Infrastructure of Georgia surpasses the 2014 plan by GEL 125 million. As for the funds 
allocated for agriculture, the amount of the 2015 budget exceeds the 2014 plan by GEL 30 allocated for agriculture, the amount of the 2015 budget exceeds the 2014 plan by GEL 30 
million.million.
Therefore, Mr Khaduri’s statement:  “Funding of educational, agricultural and infrastructural Therefore, Mr Khaduri’s statement:  “Funding of educational, agricultural and infrastructural 
projects is increasing signifi cantly,” is projects is increasing signifi cantly,” is TRUE.TRUE.

The views expressed in this website are those  of  FactCheck.ge and  do not refl ect the views of 
The FINANCIAL or the supporting organisations
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The FINANCIAL

Y
ou can order 
pizza, pasta 
and spaghetti in 
many restaurants 
across Georgia, 

but nothing can compare to 
the satisfaction of indulging 
in delectable Italian food that 
has been carefully prepared 
in true Italian tradition. 
A one-hundred percent 
authentic Italian menu has 
been introduced by Niccolo 
Rossi, Executive Chef at Filini 
Restaurant by Radisson Blu 
Iveria. “Finally we have true 
Italian food!” is the response 
from guests that assures 
Rossi that he has done his job 
well.

“As I always bring my 
Italian side everywhere that 
I go, at Filini Restaurant 
we will have a new 100% 
Italian menu. Whenever you 
step in it will be like taking 
a journey to Italy. It is not 
only one dish, or one menu, 
it is the kind of fl avour that 
you taste here. It took me fi ve 
months to understand what 
our Georgian guests like. In 
restaurants in Italy chefs tend 
to suggest to customers what 
they think is best for them. 
Now it is the same here. Those 
people who have travelled to 
various cities and regions of 
Italy and tried its national 
food can now get the same 
dishes here. The chefs are 
from central and northern 
Italy. We are making pure, 
traditional food. We have 
loyal guests at the hotel who 
have stated that we fi nally 
have an Italian menu. For me 
that is the best compliment, 
and it assures us that we 
have done our work properly. 
Whatever you fi nd on our 
menu has come from Italy. 
It is authentic and we do not 
compromise on that. The issue 
is that people cannot always 
fi nd proper, pure Italian 
dishes outside of Italy,” 
Niccolo Rossi, Executive Chef 
at Radisson Blu Iveria, told 
The FINANCIAL.

There are over 64 dishes on 
the menu at Filini Restaurant, 
including pizza and Italian 
bread, but Rossi recommends 
always leaving room for 
dessert. In his interview 
with The FINANCIAL, Rossi, 
two-time award-winning 
Italian chef with over two 
decades of experience around 
the world, shared his insights 
into working in Georgia and 
named the main reasons to 
visit Filini.

Besides the pure Italian 
menu, Filini offers various 
events that make the 
restaurant worth visiting. 
“We have several outlets and 
events coming up at the hotel. 
We have Foreign Chef Night 
on 21 February at our Asian 
Fusion Restaurant Umami. 
A special guest chef will be 
cooking for everybody then. 
Every Thursday at Filini we 
have ‘jazz and dine’ evenings. 
We have pasta stations with 
live cooking. We also offer 
brunches every Sunday. 
The peculiarity of this event 
is that we have a kids area 
with an entertainer; children 
are allowed to pan pizza 
themselves. The Sunday 
brunch Bouffet menu is 90% 
Italian, as there are some 
foreign guests that also like 
to have international dishes” 
Rossi said.

I 
was a trouble-maker 
for my mom. I was 
three-four years old 
but I didn’t like any-
thing cooked by any-

one, although my mother was 
a good cook. My fi rst experi-
ence of cooking was unsuc-
cessful. At four I put a cake 
in the oven and went to play 
football - it burned!

I have a chef degree. I grad-
uated with the highest grade. 
At the fi nal stage there were 
38 chefs in my class. I was 
the most successful and came 
fi rst. As I graduated in fi rst 
place, my classmates accused 
me of bribing the jury. The fi -
nal test involved preparing a 
full menu for the members of 
the jury. For the twenty years 
since, everyone has remem-
bered my dessert. I have a 
chocolatier’s school diploma. 
For three years I worked with 
the best European choco-
latier school in Belgium and I 
have a degree from there. My 
other diplomas include fu-
sion Italian seafood cuisine, 
and traditional Tuscan food. I 
was among the top 25 Ukrai-
nian chefs. My restaurant was 
named the best Italian in Kiev 
and also the best dessert of 
2012 in Kiev.

Q. Has Georgian food 
inspired you to create 
anything new?

A. The most important 
thing for a chef is to keep mov-
ing. After a while, when you 
are in the same place, with 
the same products and the 
same air you get bored and 
can forget to try something 
new. I have my background, 
which was mainly built in 
Italy. I have lived in Europe 
and America and wherever 
I have been I have taken in-
spiration from there and 
combined it with something 
from my Italian side. It was 
the same when I fi rst came to 
Georgia. I was closely watch-
ing how chefs were cooking. 
In April we will have a Geor-
gian fusion cuisine event. I 
propose to make a sweet pkh-
ali mousse. For me, vegetable 

mousse is something that is 
easy to make. In France there 
is a nice cake made of wal-
nuts. You make the mousse, 
but not too salty, and put a 
sponge cake over the walnut 
on the bottom. That way you 
get a sweet pkhali mousse. It 
is a combination of different 
countries and recipes. Wher-
ever you go you learn from 
others and come up with new 
ideas of your own but with 
other input. I came here from 
Kiev where I had been work-
ing for four years.

Q. Can you please tell 
us a little about your 
culinary style and what 
makes your menus and 
recipes unique?

A. When I do something, 
I do it because I believe it is 
good. First of all it has to seem 
good to me. It should make 
me happy to do it again. What 
I always tell chefs is that they 
should be proud of what they 
do. When your guests smile 
and thank you - that is just the 
best form of appreciation for 
chefs. You have to be proud 
of what you do and if you are, 
then your guests will notice it. 
There is no secret ingredient. 
Ingredients are always the 
same. You just have to use the 
eyes, nose and brain and cre-
ate something that will make 
you 100% satisfi ed.

Q. What makes Italian 
food so special?

A. Centuries of wars! And 
that is no joke. Every 15-20 
kilometres the same recipes 
have different ingredients, 
different names and fl a-
vours. I am from Florence 
and people from Florence 
hate the people from Prato, 
which is nearby. People from 
Prato hate the people from 
Empoli. All of Italy’s long 
history was about constantly 
fi ghting with somebody. In 
these fi ghts you had to always 
maintain your competitive 
advantage. We are a strange 
country. We hate and at the 

Indulge in Authentic 
Italian Food at Filini 
Restaurant

NICCOLO ROSSI, Executive Chef at Radisson Blu Iveria

Continued on p. 17

Table 1:  Funding of the Educational Sector (GEL million)

Table 2:  Funding of Agriculture (GEL million)

Table 3: Funding of the Ministry of Regional Development and Infrastructure (GEL million)

Educa  on 2013 Factual 2014 Plan 2015 Dra  
683 769 853

Expenditures and Non-Financial 
Assets

2013 Factual 2014 Plan 2015 Dra  
176 194.6 193.4

Financial Assets Increase 51.4 68.9 99.5

Infrastructure 2013 Factual 2014 Plan 2015 Dra  
824 875 1,000


